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ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 


ON EPILEPSY AND ITS TREATMENT IN RELA- 
TION TO THE EYE SYMPTOMS. 


By 8. L. 


Drs. Stevens and Ranney claim the same importance in 
relation to eye symptoms for epilepsy as we saw them claim 
for chorea and other spastic disorders. Where the causes 
are so manifold and, as it is an old saying that to remove 
the cause must be the very first duty in our treatment, and 
when Ranney says in his classical work, ‘‘it is very com- 
mon to meet with male and female adults in whom attacks of 
epilepsy have commenced after the seventh year, which fail 
to show some abnormality of refraction, or in whom the con- 
dition known as ocular insufficiency, is not found to exist to 
a marked degree,” it is certainly worth while to lead more 
attention to many symptoms which so far were too much 
neglected. In fact, reflex symptoms must be more studied 
if we want to cure a disease which has baffled for centuries 
the skill of noted physicians, and to suppress a disease is an 
acknowledgment that we are unable to master it. You all 
know the artificial divisions made of epilepsy in the typical 
attack or grand mal, in the mild attack or petit mal, and in 
the irregular epilepsy, showing itself sometimes in mental 
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disturbances. What these explosions are or whence they 
eminate is mere theoretical guess-work, and to consider the 
petit mal a slight affection is a great mistake, for too often 
it is only a forerunner to the grand mal, and, even where it 
remains in its former state, it is just as apt to undermine 
the mental capacity of the patient. And, still, Ranney 
asserts that tenotomy of the eye muscles has been followed 
by marked recovery of the intellectual faculties, after all drugs 
have been discontinued. Another valuable hint we receive 
from Ranney, when he teaches that many cases of epilepsy 
are benefited by a restricted diet, in depriving the patient 
of meat-foods of every kind and description. Even soups 
are prohibited. Eggs and cheese are strictly forbidden. In 
relation to medicinal treatment, none is more sceptical than 
this author, candidly acknowledging that personally he never 
traced up a reported case of cure of genuine epilepsy with 
drugs alone, without finding that the cessation of the seine 
has been followed by bad results. 

We certainly can ‘a better, and have done better. Boj- 
anus, of Moskow, published many cases where he could 
claim a cure, as the fits did not return for years. We need 
not wonder that the antipsorica here again showed their 
metabolic power, as heredity in its widest sense lies again 
at the root of the evil, and, though the bacteriologist dem- 
onstrate the bacillus tuberculosis, he has so far failed to 
produce the bacillus or any other micro-organism, which 
causes epilepsy, chorea, hysteria, insanity or inebriety on 
the patient. Will this unknown factor ever be known, and 
must we forever be satisfied with the clinical fact of hered- 
ity, for mere theorizing, tried by so many, has not unravelled 
the mystery which enshroudes this problem. I asked once 
a renowned practitioner which remedy did him the most 
_ good in the treatment of epilepsy, and without hesitation he 
answered silicea. As it is Schussler’s grand connective 
i tissue remedy, I did not feel astonished, for everywhere it 
| thus produces primarily exalted susceptibility to nervous 
stimuli, to be followed by exhaustion—first the explosion, 
then comes weariness. Silicea is full of reflex symptoms, be 
they ocular or abdominal, and what about the influence ol 
the moon ? 
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Nearly the same hereditary causes prevail in the lime-salts, © 
and ‘‘it may need sometimes the skill of a master to give the 
most suitable one; here again, epilepsy is worse about sol- 
tice and full moon, (silicea, new moon,) here, again, the 
disease emanating from many reflex causes, and if we wish 
to eradicate the disease and to restore the equilibrium, the 
symptoms during the interval between the fits, are of far 
more importance than whether we have before us a petit or 
grand mal. Be sure you are right in the selection of the 
remedy, and then give it time to exhaust its action. Haste 
slowly, one dose every month or so will do more good than 
that constant repetition of nervina, and sacharum lactis, 
which, according to French authors, acts so profoundly in 
clearing out the kidneys, suits the patient and satisfies the 
family and the prescriber. | 

Psorinum and Sulfur. What a host of symptoms the latter 
has in relation to sight and hearing, and we hardly can go 
amiss in clearing out the Augean stables in order to find out 
the peculiar symptoms leading us to the curative drug. 
Certainly, were I forced to rely on a few remedies only, my 
studies would lead me to these deeply acting agents, which 
are neglected in our haste to perform impossible miracles, 
and the case remains uncured. 

There are too many drugs recommended for the cure of 
epilepsy and this very wealth becomes a hindrance, for one 
fit looks too much like another and individualization of the 
case is our only guide. As it is so often with members of 
our school, they neglect a drug when the old school abuses 
it, and bromides were, and are abused to-day and still it may 
become the sheet anchor even in the hands of a Hahneman- 
nian. It is too much neglected in the morbid states arising 
from what is called scrofulosis, and thus alone its right as an 
antipsoricum is established. Let us mention only one of the 
many; we read under Bromide of Ammonium (Hammond’s 
favorable salt): frontal headache, suffused eyes, ptosis or 
convulsive closure of eyelids, tinnitus auriumj}firom labyrin- 
thine congestion, sense of constriction about head, from nape 
to occiput (silicea from occiput to vertex and forehead and 
around chest, etc.) How often has the peculiarity of brom. 
that it suits delicate people with transparent white skin and 
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very light hair and eyebrows aided us in its selection (iodum 
more dark people, torpid scrofulosis, while brom suits the 
florid one). 

In aethusa cynapium we find the eves turned down, the 
pupils dilated and immovable, scrofulous ophthalmia, in- 
tolerance to milk, vertigo and severe convulsions, often reflex 
from intestinal irritation and relieved by passing flatus. 

How many cases may have originated in the abuse of 
absynth, for according to French authorities, epilepsy and 
epileptoid states are increasing in countries where the wer- 
muth is abused and still it is to us a grand remedy where 
the patient has a great many fits in one day with cyanotic 
face and stertorous breathing. Artemisia vulgaris is a similar 
remedy, and a final dementia paralitica may develop in either 
remedy. 

Holcombe thinks a great deal of Bufo sahytiensis, where 
the epilepsy is reflex from the sexual organs with extreme 
continual sensation of coldness, fits occurring mostly at the 
change of the moon, at the time of menses, in sleep, tit during 
coition from onanism or masturbation, and still the old 
Adam rules the world! | 

The younger the patient is, the more such remedies, as 
belladonna, cicuta cina, cuprum, hydrocyanic acid, ignatia, 
indigo, stannum, etc., etc., may be indicated and it would 
lead us too far to go into special indications. With us cuprum 
and ignatia acted well and indigo ought to be studied where 
helminthiasis is suspected. ' 

Lycopodium, phosphor and zincum will be indicated 
where cerebral exhaustion caused it in adults, while in 
children calcarea phos. cypripedium and natrum carb. may 
rouse again the sunken energy of a brain which in its growth 
needs development, and not precocious abuse. Alcohol and 
syphilis, twin sisters, and guilty of the ruin of so many 
young persons; here absynth, asafet., kali brom., nitr. ac., 
nux vom. (strychnine) silica and sulfur; Aix la chapelle,. 
where mercurialisation and large doses of kaliiod. and kali 
brom. in combination were given, is said to have cured severe 
cases of epilepsy, based on such a mixed dyscrasia! I fear 


that too often it is more a suppression than a radical cure. 


Of late laparotomy and castration are recommended for 
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inveterate epilepsy of women. Poor woman! Gynezcology 
abused, while they might have been relieved by Actaea rac., 
cedron, cuprum or ignatia from their menstrual epilepsy and 
our uterine armamentarium in connection with antipsoric 
treatment ought to make such unsexing only allowable in 
extreme cases, but may not electricity prevent such direful 
operations, for galvanism and static electricity may become 
valuable aids in controlling the convulsive attacks. 

Radcliffe in his work on epilepsy recommends the body of 
epileptic patients to be daily sponged with hot water, mod- 
erate gymnastics, especially with clubs, to expand the 
narrow chest (habitus phthisicus); daily walking in fresh air 
(oxygen is wanted, not nitrogen), and once a week a sensible 
professional masseur ought to carry out complete massage 
over every part of the body. The sleepy epileptic ought to 
be roused early and after a light meal take his morning walk. 
This nervous psora can be eradicated with time, patience 
and strict adherence to good hygiene, only by such aids can 
we hope that our well-selected remedies will perform their 
duties. 


CATHETERIZATION. 
By E. C. BUELL, M.D. 
[ Read before the Los Angeles County Homcopathic Medical Society, Oct. 8, 1889.] 


Mr. CHAIRMAN AND Members oF THE Socrety:—I desire to 
offer for brief discussion and consideration the subject of 
catheterization in the male, and shall introduce the subject 
by giving a concise account of an interesting case. 


Case: B——, a Frenchman, aged thirty-four years. Eight 
years ago had gonorrhoea. Urethra was injected, by a French 
military surgeon, with strong nitric acid. ‘The patient says 
the acid ‘‘smoked” when being used. Severe stricture, of 
small calibre, resulted, which has been often treated by 
steel sounds. In consultation with Dr. De Cailhol, I found 
the urethra practically occluded. The doctor had made 
careful and repeated efforts to reach the bladder, but with- 
out success. On several occasions I made patient and per- 
sistent effort to accomplish the same result, but failed. Dr. 
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De Groat also tried and failed. The patient’s sufferings in 
his attempts to void urine were excruciating. At intervals 
of from one to two hours he was obliged to make the effort, 
when, assuming a ‘‘squatting” posture, the most violent 
straining would eject about a half ounce of urine. The ten- 
esmus was so great that two or three inches of the rectum 
was everted by the effort. During his intervals of rest he 


was obliged to wear a rubber bag to receive the constantly 
dribbling urine. 


On June 25th, assisted by Drs. De Cailhol, Mitchell and 
De Groat, I attempted to reach the bladder by external 
urethrotomy, without a guide. I cut directly to the end of 
the sound, which was resting upon the upper border 
of the stricture, barely within the membranous urethra, then 
carefully dissected and divided the entire membranous por- 
tion. This was one dense cicatricial mass, cutting almost 
like cartilage. At this stage of the operation the staff was 
removed from the anterior urethra, and the effort to follow 
the canal from the wound to the bladder was begun. This 
effort was prolonged and careful but not successful. While 
searching for the posterior end of the urethra and endeavor- 
ing to reach the bladder, one of the violent straining efforts 
to void urine came on. I was somewhat surprised to observe 
that the urine was flowing from the anterior portion of the 
urethra as well as through the wound. I had the staff at 
once reintroduced and to our surprise it did not emerge 
from the upper extremity of the divided urethra, but 
apparently passed out of the bulbous portion through a 
false passage and made its appearance below the middle of 
the membranous portion. Here was the explanation of the 
most troublesome factor in this case. A ‘‘complete” false 
passage, extending from the bulbous to near the lower end 
of the membranous urethra, had become established. Isup- 
pose there can be no doubt that this was the result of previ- 
ous efforts to pass steel sounds. 

Owing to the unfavorable condition of the patient, result- 
ing from the long-continued anesthesia, we decided to post- 
pone the operation, keeping the wound open with carbolized 

packing. It was three days later before the condition of the 
patient warranted our again proceeding. Meantime the urine 
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had passed more freely, and with less straining, through the 
wound. Immediately answsthesia was induced I resumed the 
search for the posterior end of the urethra. The dissection 
was carried nearly to the prostate and every available means 
was putin use to pick up the divided urethra, or to reach 
the bladder with instruments, but without success. I find 
some consolation for our failure in the fact that most eminent 
surgeons have failed in this procedure before us. 


I quote from Ashhurst, regarding this operation: ‘‘The 


chief difficulty, sometimes insurmountable, is experienced in 
discovering the posterior opening of the urethra.” Also: 
‘‘But there are cases in which the discovery of the con- 
stricted orifice presents such great difficulty that the most 
skilled find themselves baulked.” 

‘This patient was dependent, and had been for some time, 
upon the generosity of Dr. De Cailhol, and for this reason 
further operative measures were impracticable, and he was 
nursed to complete recovery by the doctor, with an estab- 
lished perineal fistula. He has informed me that his suffer- 
ing are much less since the operation. 


Could this case have been followed, a supra-pubic cyst- 
otomy, enabling us to reach the urethra through the bladder, 
might have resulted in restoring the canal. The object of 
this paper and the mention of this case is to call out discus- 
sion regarding the passing of catheters or sounds through 
the male urethra to the bladder. This apparently simple 
operation is frequently attended with great difficulty and 
much danger to the patient and is of interest to every practi- 
tioner of medicine. 


FURTHER EXPERIENCE WITH THE TISSUE 
REMEDIES. 


Mrs. P , seamstress, has a sick headache whenever 
she eats rich food. Attack commenced with dazzling in 
eyes, like lightning, which lasted half an hour and ushered 
in a throbbing headache in the forehead and vertex, with 
nausea; can hardly hold her eyes open; feet cold and great 
chilliness all over, occasional sour or bilious vomiting. Natr. 


mur., 200. One dose cured.—J. C. Moraan, M. D. 
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Calcar. phos. —Headaches of school children—girls who are 
maturing and are anemic. Headache on top of head par- 
ticularly. It is the remedy also for dyspepsia, with much 
distress, temporarily relieved by eating (like anacardium). 


Kali mur. for dyspepsia caused by fat foods; general 
effects of fatty food and pastry. 


Natrum sulph. corresponds in a general way to the hydro- 
genoid constitution. All conditions are worse from damp- 
ness. A great remedy for lithaemia; nasal catarrh, with 
thick, yellow discharge, offensive; pharyngeal catarrh, pro- 
fuse, thick, tenacious mucus; bilious vomiting; acid dyspep- 
sia, with heartburn and flatulence; bronchial catarrh, cough 
worse 3 to4 A. M. (like the Kalis), glaisy expectoration, 
worse in damp weather; asthma, cough at night; during 
damp weather dyspnoea and oppression. 


We have noticed that our patients after convalescence do 
not have the childishness of mind that generally follows 
typhoid patients. We attribute it to the fact that we give 
cal. phos. and pot. phos., which supply the brain and keep 
the molecules of these salts in equilibrium. Nature draws 
from the brain and nerve centers largely on those salts to 
try to nourish the parts more directly affected, thus leaving 
a deficiency. Pot. phos. should be given during the entire 
course of the disease and cal. phos. after the first week. 
Cal. phos. should be continued for sometime after the 
patient has recovered. 

For bilious fevers ferric phos. and sodium sulph. has 
never failed us. We have never lost a vase of ‘‘summer 
complaint.” In selecting the remedy we are governed entirely 
by symptoms. Ferric phos., pot. chloride and pot. phos. 
are generally needed, (one or more of them.) Diarrhecea, 
caused by worms, we use sodium phos. with invariable suc- 
cess. Fresh colds, watery discharges, ferric phos. and sod. 
chlor. Second stage, white exudations, white or grey-coated: 
tongue, pot. chlo. We find silica promotes suppuration and 
lessens pain, and calc. sulph. hastens the process of suppu- 
ration. Cal. phos. has worked wonders during dentition in 


children, while mag. phos. controls windy colic as if by 
magic. 
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Mrs. C , age 48.—Hard lump in right breast above 
and little to right of nipple. Hard lump increased in size 
until about as large as a pigeon’s egg, very sore and at times 
painful, pains sharp, cutting, sore down right side, could 
not extend right arm or reach up without pain and drawing, 
tight sensation like cords pulling. Pronounced by some 
physicians a cancer, by others a ‘ tumorous growth.” Sev- 
eral doctors expressed their minds freely that death was 
inevitable in two or three years unless it was removed. 
Treatment : Calc. fluoride and cal. phos. for soreness and 
inflammation and mag. phos. for sharp pains; treatment varied 
occasionally to meet new symptoms, such as white-coated 
tongue or gloomy forebodings, when pot. chloride and pot. 
phos. were given respectively. After four weeks patient 
much improved, pains much better, soreness nearly gone; 
the lump, however, grew less very slowly, but surely. Now, 
after twelve months constant use of cal. phos. and cal. fluor- 
ide, the lump has almost entirely disappeared, is soft and no 
pain or soreness. Drs. CAREY AND CHAPMAN. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 
DEPARTMENT ConpucTED By H. C. FRENCH, M. D. 


THE GALVANO-CAUTERY. 


We, most of us, remember the joyful experience of our 
boyhood days when we became the happy possessors of a 
gun. How we scoured the woods and fields in quest of any 
form of animal iife which could be construed into lawful sac- 
rifice to gunpowder. It would seem from some of the 
pharyngeal wrecks that.come under our notice, that this same 
sort of destructive ecstasy had seized upon many of the mem- 
bers of Our profession who have been so unfortunate as to 
become owners of energetic cautery-batteries. The great 
utility of this powerful agent within the well defined limit of 
its lawful application no one can deny; but against its indis- 
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criminate use we enter our most vehement protest. For the 
destruction of hyperplasias, enlarged tonsils, polypoid fun- 
goid or fibroid growths there is no agent equal to the galvano- 
cautery. But it should be under perfect control, and 
strictly limited in its application, to the abnormal tissues, 
which will often be found a difficult task, owing to the im- 
perfect perspective attainable in pharyngeal and laryngeal 
illuminations. The galvano-cautery is not only a useful but 
fascinating apparatus, and unless tempered by aconservative 
vein, its employers are prone to try their gun on every suffer- 
ing surface that presents, from the toes to the calvaria. If 
the present use of this agent is continued with unabated zeal, 
it will not be many years before it will be difficult to find a 
throat unseamed by unsightly and unnecessary bands of 
cicatricial tissue, when the patient has been so unfortunate 
as to wander within range of this professional ‘‘ needle-gun.” 
Dryness and irritability of the throat must result from these 
abuses, and when the naso-pharynx, or pharyngeal extremity - 
of the larynx is the seat of destruction, articulation and pho- 
nation will be almost certainly affected disastrously, While 
the profession should be wide awake to all new remedial 
agents, we should be sure that in our zeal to be in the van- 
- guard of medical progression, we are not lending ourselves 
to a sort of surgical vandalism. F. 


Myopia.— In the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift, Dr. 
Keferstein has presented several practical points on the 
causation of this growing refractive error. He claims that 
his investigations justify the conclusion that keeping an ob- 
ject too close to the eye is not the only factor in the produc- 
tion of myopia, but that the refractive changes follow the 
habit only in the case of intellectual workers, while those 
who employ the eye only in mechanical pursuits, with no 
strain upon the brain, can hold their fine work habitually 
close to the eye without producing near-sightedness, but 
rather the contrary. He believes that glasses should not be 
used by children predisposed to myopia, but that frequent 
rests to the eyes in the intervals of intellectual employment 
should be enjoined. And so say we all. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


OUR EASTERN PILGRIMAGE. 


| CHICAGO NOTES. | 

It is always a relief, after spending a few days ina Pullman, to find a 
comfortable room and bed in a hotel, especially the latter. So after resting 
up we did the pharmacies of Chicago. At Gross & Delbridges we had the 
pleasure of meeting the genial Dr. Gross, editor of the New Remedies, a 
somewhat new adventure in the journalistic field. The doctor was very 
cordial in his reception and gave us much useful information regarding 
medicine and pharmacy in Chicago, but he failed to convince us that Chicago 
is to be the site of the World’s Fair of 1892. We looked in at Halsey Bros., 
but found that place in the process of restoration. They have a fine phar- 
macy, however. Boericke & Tafel’s principal representative, Felix Boericke, 
was absent, which we regret very much; however, we found the pharmacy, 
which, like others of this well-known firm, is finely equipped. 

Amongst editorial brethren we found Dr. R. Ludlam, one of the editors 
of The Clinique, upon whom we had a pleasant call. The doctor promises a 
contribution to these pages on the tissue remedies. ‘Dr. E. 8. Bailey we 
failed to find in, much to our regret. Dr. Temple §S. Hoyne, of the Visitor, 
was in his sanctum and received us with true editorial courtesy. The doc- 
tor is enthusiastic about the Western Academy of Homceopathy, which he 
hopes may come to San Francisco at no distant day. Dr. Charles Gatchell, 
of the Hra, regaled us with watermelon, and although it was a very large 
one we succeeded in making a hole in it. The doctor has recently received 
the appointment to the chair of materia medica in the University of Ann 
Arbor, which we consider an honor to that institution. Dr. Gatchell intends 
to devote much of his time to the preparation of several works much needed 
in the Homeopathic School, and we know of no better man for that pur- 
pose. [N. B.—The watermelon has had no effect in biasing our judgment.| 
Owing to family sickness we were unable to call on several of our prominent 
men in Chicago. We shall not forget them next time. ‘% 

Our system needing a rest we determined to recuperate it, so after a 
short sojourn at Niagara Falls we departed for our ancestral home in the 
Champlain Valley, with the Green Mountains of Vermont in full sight. 
There we relegated medicine to oblivion, and should not have thought of it 
during our six weeks’ sojourn in that delectable spot had we not been the 
recipient of many courtesies from Dr. M. D. Smith, the genial homeceopathist 
of Middlebury. We found that medical lore is not by any means confined 
to large cities. The doctor has the largest practice in the town, the allo- 
paths playing second fiddle, and we intend to publish many of the useful 
hints received from him in these pages, if we cannot prevail upon the doctor | 
himself to contribute an occasional article. If we remember aright he prom- 
ised it. 


BOSTON NOTES. 


Our stay in the Hub was necessarily short. The well-known pharma- 
cists, Otis Clapp & Sons, received us with open arms, but many of our 
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acquaintances were absent. Dr. Southwick, author of the well-known work 
on Gynecology, had not returned from Europe, and we were unavoidably 
prevented from calling upon Dr. Sutherland, of the Medical Gazette. Although 
we did not meet at that time Dr. William Wesselhoeft and Dr. James B. 
Bell, we have since passed a most agreeable afternoon in their company on 
the classic shores of Coney Island. Drs. Wesselhoeft and Bell are sound 
Hahnemannians and genial gentlemen. Thatis what most Bostonians think, 
for not only is their practice the largest, but their success is the most com- 
plete of any in the Hub of the Universe, and this success is undoubtedly due 
to their practice of pure Hahnemannian homeopathy. 

We also called upon our old European acquaintances, Dr. A.B. Kennedy 
and Dr. L. H. Kimball, failing to find the latter in, much to our regret: 
however, we were cordially received by his charming wife. 


NEW YORK NOTES. 


In that Eden of medical lore we were the recipient of many courtesies 
from Prof. William Tod Helmuth, among which was an invitation to an 
operation at the Helmuth House. The operation—amputation of the breast 
for saicoma—wasan interesting one. The mode of dressing, application of 
sutures to hold the deeper parts of the wound together, as well as the ordin- 
ary skin sutures, and the practical antiseptic occlusion of the wound, were 
instructive features. 

The HELMuTH HovskE is located on West Twelfth street, and it resembles 
a hospital less than any building devoted to hospital purposes that we ever 

visited. Were we to describe it, we should entitle the description, ‘‘Surgery 

at the Fireside,” or ‘‘Chimney-Corner Surgical Operations,” for everything 
about the whole building is calculated to banish the word ‘‘Hospital” and 
to substitute the word ‘‘Home” therefor. Dr. William Tod Helmuth, Jr., 
is the house surgeon, and he is a true son of his illustrious sire. 

The institution has been so successful that the accommodation is at 
present not sufficient to meet the demand, and Professor Helmuth informed 
us that he had just closed negotiations for a desirable piece of property on 
Central Park, where he would erect at once a more commodious and elegant 
Helmuth House. 

We also listened to the opening lecture at the new Homeopathic Medi- 
cal College, on the Eastern Boulevard and Sixty-fourth street. An elegant 
building, fully equipped for teaching purposes, with everything new in it; 
even Frank, the old janitor, so much revered by New York boys, looked 
new. A special feature of the new college is the commodious dissecting 
room and the new chemical laboratory. | 

Near by and connected with the college is the new Flower Hospital, 
which is soon to be opened for patients. The amphitheatre of the same is as 

. near perfection as anything we ever saw in that line. We might say that it 
surpassed Billroth’s in Vienna. [Those who have seen the latter will appre- 
ciate this goak, as A. Ward would term it.] Rats 

. | Amongst editorial brethren we found Dr. A. B. Norton, business mana- 

ger of the North Amercan Journal of Homeopathy, whom we visited in his 
sanctum. He has lots of failings, perhaps not as many as when we knew 
him ten years ago; but to him belongs the credit of making the North Ameri- 
can Journal of Homeopathy one of the best paying journals in the country, 


| 
‘ 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 343 


and hence one of the best. He has just edited a neat and useful little 


directory of the Homeopathic Physicians in New York, Brooklyn, Jersey 


City, and twenty-five miles of environing country. The doctor, besides his 
arduous journalistic duties, holds a professorship in the Ophthalmic College. 
He devotes his time to his specialty only—diseases of the eye—and is one of 
the coming men in that department. 

. We had the pleasure of attending the New York Homeceopathic Medical 
County Society, at its monthly meeting, October 10th. President Dearborn 
was in the chair, and Drs. A. B. Norton and T. M. Strong, Secretaries. The 
report of the Ophthalmological section of the Society and discussion there- 
upon was the topic of the evening. Dr. Geo. 8. Norton read an able paper 
upon muscular eye troubles as being one of the causes of headache. Dr. C, 
S. Deady read a paper upon the increased use of spectacles. Dr. F. H. 
Boynton reported a case of a fistulous opening in the cornea after cataract 
operation cured by painting the parts with the nitrate of mercury, and the 
development of acute glaucoma arrested by the prompt use of eserine and 
the use of Bry. and Gels. Dr. A. B. Norton reported a case of disease of the 
eye caused by the use of a too strong solution of nitrate of silver. The 
discussions were animated and full of instructive points to the general 
practitioner. Dr. McMurray eulogized the late Dr. Freeleigh, and Dr. Dil- 
low presented an interesting report upon medical legislation in the State of 
New York, where, it seems, the allopaths, as everywhere else, are endeavor- 
ing to regulate the practice of medicine to suit themselves. The president 
announced the death of Dr. Edward Bayard, one of the Nestors of homece- 
opathy in New York, and the meeting adjourned. 

We found Prof. T. F. Allen, right where we left him ten years ago, at 
his office in Thirty-sixth street. The doctor is enthusiastic in the estab- 
lishment of an institute devoted to experimental pharmacology, to which 
attention has already been called in these pages. ‘There is only one institu- 
tion in the world devoted to this branch and that is in Strassbourg, Ger- 
many. Weagree entirely with the doctor that no institution could be of 
more benefit to suffering humanity than one of this type, embracing, as it 
will, investigations into unknown fields of botany, chemistry, physiology, 
and pathological and microscopic anatomy. We hope it will be a success 
and be sufficiently endowed to permit of good work only being done. With 
due defference to the doctor’s scheme, we believe that California, with her 
varied flora and fauna, and her rich mineralogical deposits would be the 
place for such an institution; certainly no place can offer a more virgin 
tield, and as it would be the only institution of the kind in America. We 
should like to see it established in this State, and no more appropriate place 
for it exists than as a department of the Stanford University. We under- 
stand that Prof. Allen has already one hundred thousand dollars subscribed 
for this laudable purpose. 

Naturally, we paid a little attention to anatomy and we heard several 
interesting lectures. Prof. Blackman, of the New York Homeopathic, gave 
the anatomy of the right side of the heart, and we listened also to Professor 
Low, both very clear, acceptable lecturers. At the College of physicians and 
surgeons in the magnificent new building donated by Wm. H. Vanderbilt, 
we attended the lecture of Prof. Hall on the development of bone. Prof, 
Hall may be, and undoubtedly is, a very fine anatomist, but as a teacher, 


- ~ -- 
~ 


-z- 


- - 


> 


| 
i ut 
| 
] 
q 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
+, 
iif 
5 
+) 
Ry 


4 


. 


- ~~ 4~ 
- 
= 


gre 


~ 


344 THE CALIFORNIA HOM@oPATH. 


owing to a hesitancy or impediment of speech, we regard him as anything but 
a clear lecturer. 

The medical department of the University of New York since the death 
of Prof. Darling, has had a varied experience in its anatomists. John A. 
Wyeth, the well known surgeon, occupied the chair for some time very ac- 
ceptably. Upon his resignation, Dr. Woolsey was appointed to the chair. 
The students rebelled and he was unable to lecture. At present there are 
two incumbents to the chair of anatomy, Dr. Woolsey, who does not lecture, 
as the students refuse to listen to him, and Dr. Coakley who does. The 
latter is a clear lecturer. We heard him upon the temporal bone which he 
succeeded in making very clear. He will undoubtedly obtain the Professor- 
ship for which he is bidding. 

We were delighted to call upon Dr. E. Carleton and Dr. Thomas M. 
Dillingham, two simon-pure homceopathic physicians of New York, and we 
were royally entertained by them, They have large practices and are both 
very popular men in New York. 


Amongst other prominent physicians of New York we must not forget 
Dr. S. H. Smyth and Dr. R. E. McDonald, two of our classmates, who are 
rapidly rising to fame there. Both hard workers, and genial, whole-souled 
fellows. The time spent in their company was of the pleasantest. 

Another prominent and rising physician of the west side of town is Dr. 
D.D. Stevens, of West Forty-fourth street, who received us with true Cali- 
fornia hospitality. The doctor and his charming wife almost convinced us 
that New York was about as good a placeto live in as any. The next time 
we visit the doctor we shall take our knitting-work and make him a longer 
visit. W. A.D. 


CATECHISER CATECHISED, 


Epitors CALIFORNIA Homa@orpatH—With all due deference to the good 
intentions of the ‘‘medico” who used the editorial columns of the last issue 
of the Homa@opaTH to give a ‘‘coup de bec’ in the shape of a catechism to the 
profession which he adorns, on the subject of their general remissness in 
the cause of college and hospital, we beg to call Catechiser’s attention to the 
fate of such people as live in glass houses, yet themselves persist in throw- 
ing stones at passers-by. Of what strenuous efforts Catechiser may himself 
have put forth in the cause which he censures his professional brethren for 
having been lukewarm in, we are ignorant, and beg pardon in the outset if 
we do him injustice. Butitis only fair that when one sets himself to the 
task of instructing and severely catechising his neighbors, he should be fully 
informed on all points of his discourse, and leave no weak places in the 
hedge of his argument, and, above all, he should deal fairly with such 
transgressors as he may see fit to point a moral at—giving them due credit for 
all the good deeds which they may have performed, and especially should 
this be the case when the sinners are of his own family. An old proverb 
wisely suggests the advisability of having all. family linen washed at home. 
But when the October number of the HOM@oPATH shall have been read broad- 
cast, as its quality and rank give assurance that it will be read, will not 
Catechiser regret that he pointed the finger of scorn at the homcopathic 
profession of San Francisco? 
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Perhaps Catechiser is young in the ways of medicine and fired with 
the zeal and ardor that naturally animates young souls just starting in an 
honorable career, he scoffs at obstacles and feels that it is easy to move 
mountains and constrain circumstances to his own high ideals. One would 
be sorry to unwittingly repress the natural ardor of any young enthusiast, 
yet those who have grown older in the race know that evolution is a slow 
process and that acorns do not develop into mighty oaks with the sudden 
growth of mushrooms. But, saddest of all, we mourn the disrespect that 
must cause Catechiser’s alma mater to blush with undeserved reproach, 
that one of her own children should cast a stone at her, is passing sad. 
True, she is but a young mother, but so far she has nobly fulfilled all of her 
Obligations. Nor is it kind to the profession who stand as her sponsers to 
accuse them of want of interest in her behalf. 

Perhaps Catechiser overlooked the fact of how much had already been 
accomplished in the cause of college and hospitalin San Francisco. Let it 
not be forgotten that six years ago there was no college in this city where 
the principles of similia could be taught, and students were either forced 
into the ranks of the old school, or were obliged to go beyond our border to be 
educated in Hahnemannian law, and failing the means to travel, they’ were 
obliged to relinquish their laudable ambition. 

To-day, as nobody than Catechiser better knows, San Francisco has a 
Homeopathic College that compares most favorably with those of the older 
cities of the earth; its corps of teachers are able and intelligent men who 
have given of their best to the College work, and many of the graduates who 
own the Hahnemann Hospital College of San Francisco for their alma mater, 
revered and honored, do her credit and respect by their successes and high 
professional standard. The College is an acknowledged and solid fact, and 
while it cannot yet boast of donated wealth, it ‘‘owes no man anything.” 
There is said to be ‘‘no success like success” and in that case it will not be 
long before generous donors shall recognize the merits of the College and give 
to it the encouragement it deserves, and the Hahnemann Homeopathic Col. 
lege of San Francisco shall in good time be a monument not only to the 
gracious donors of generous gifts, but also to the earnest untiring efforts of 
devoted men by whose means her halls of learning were first opened and 
maintained. Evidently also, Catechiser has overlooked the fact that it 1s only 
three years ago that the College faculty (entirely unaided from outside) 
equipped and started a venture in the shape of a Homeopathic Hospital— 
which has been a grand success—its accommodations have already become 
entirely inadequate to the demands made upon it. The question of ways and 
means is now being thoroughly agitated by the College Trustees pursuant to 
providing larger, better and more permanent accommodations. A few ladies 
who feel gratified to have been deemed worthy of being exalted to the rank of 
coddesses, have in a modest and quiet manner succeeded in raising some 
$3,000 during the past two years, and have had donated to them for hospital 
uses, an acre of land admirably located for the purpose. This is only a begin- 
ning, the ladies are not weary in well doing; they propose to go on and help 
the physicians in their laudable purpose of erecting and maintaining a free 
homoopathic hospital—but Catechiser must remember that ‘‘ Rome was not 
built in a day” and that Aladdin’s lamp is only amyth. Does he imagine 
that the magnificent colleges and hospitals of the East were spontaneous 
productions, erected and maintained without struggle and untiring patience 
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and earnest efforts? If Catechiser and others of his ilk who only look on to 
criticise, would lay hold and help to keep in motion the ball that is already 
started, San Francisco. before many days may have a homeopathic hospital 
and college worthy of its wealth and position. Unless unforeseen disaster 
perch upon our hanner, we venture to prophecy that the year 1890 shall see a 
hospital built equipped and maintained by the combined efforts of the pro- 
fession and the ‘‘goddesses” who though they grind slowly, but they also 
grind surely. ONE OF THE GODDESSES. 


CLINICAL ITEMS. 


Strychnia phosph. 1-200. This powerful nervine stimulant 
will often prove of much use after the failure of other medi- 
cines in dyspepsia. It is eminently beneficial in cases where 
there was a great depression of the nervous power, with 
headache, sensation of lightness or weak feeling in the head, 
loss of memory, complete indifference to food, lumbar pains, 
constipation, general debility. After excessive sexual in- 
dulgence. 


Ammon. carb. is useful in nasal catarrh. Nose stopped 
up at night—patient wakes gasping for breath. Worse to- 
wards three and four A. M. Nostrils sore, raw; coryza scald- 
ing, excoriating upper lip, with burning in the throat; dry 
night cough. 


Strychnia nitras, 1-200, for similar state with want of ex- 
pulsive power in the lower bowel, so that the stools are with 
difficulty discharged; piles, chronic congestion of liver and 
throat affections. Particularly useful for patients who have 
returned from tropical countries or who have been drugged 
with large quantities of mercury. 


Calcar. phos. 1x in five grain doses given half an hour after 
food is efficacious in non-assimilation of food and ‘‘masked 
dyspepsia.” 


Sabina chronic arthritis and gout, better in open air and 
worse in warmth, with general depression; the pains involve 
the shoulders, elbows, hips and knees; arthritic nodes. 
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Cocculus is especially adapted to cases which present a 
mental condition of stupidity—slowness of comprehension 
or cannot think of words with which to express themselves, 
mind feels benumbed, especially with vertigo, nausea. 
Mental derangement resulting from suppression of the 
menses. Melancholy with apprehension. 


Thea in Pseudo-Angina.— A lady of 40 suffers from sudden 
perversion of blood supply in the medulla, with resultant 
cardiac distress, the latter evidently arising from increased 
vagal inhibition. These attacks, accompanied by acute dys- 
pnoea, sudden formation of flatus and intense sense of im- 
pending death, are quickly relieved by Thea cesarea, 12. 
The lady is not a tea drinker. The remedy was selected 
(1) because of the sense of sinking at epigastrium that pre- 
cedes the attack; (2) because of the profound anxiety that 
attends the seizure; (3) on account of the sudden production 
of wind in quantities —Dr. Hd. Blake, in Monthly Hom. Re- 
view. 


Allen’s {and-Book will be found of the greatest value by 
every practitioner who is desirous of prescribing with the 
utmost possible vare.—Monthly Hom. Review. 


Condurango produces cracks in the angles of the mouth 
and also cures such. 


Katt PuospHoricum In SexuaL Compnaints.—‘‘I have 
found this remedy very useful for the nervousness growing 
out of excessive sexual excitement, whether indulged or sup- 
pressed, and have cured cases of impotency from this cause, 
and nocturnal or other discharges of semen with these nerv- 
ous indications. In many cases I have found aching in the 
sacruin, sleeplessness, pain in the back of the neck and head, 
general irritability, great despondency, frequent desire to 
urinate, large quantities of urine being voided during the 
day or night, and especially early in the morning, with a de- 
posit of phosphates in the urine. The irritability in these 
cases has always been quickly relieved.”—Dr. J. C. Notting- 
ham, Medical Advance, July. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THE old-school is not only taking the remedies whose ac- 
tion and use have been ascertained by the method of home- 
opathy, but the more advanced of its teachers from time to 
time boldly uphold theoretical doctrines hitherto found no- 

' where outside of Hahnemann and his disciples. It is a grati- 
fying change and shows gradual disenthrallment from the ma- 
terial and mechanical tendencies that have held so powerful a 
sway in the old-school. A striking illustration of this is 
seen in an article on ‘‘Modern Medical Science,” by A. S. 
Coe, M. D., in a late number of the New York Medical 
Journal. The article is replete with interest, and our read- 
ers will be glad to have their attention called to it. The 
following extract seems to us particularly suggestive of the 
drift of modern medicine towards homceopathic doctrine: 


“There is a tendency in modern research to ignore or not give its due 
importance to this factor (vital force) and trace the causes of disease to dis- 
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ordered functions, impaired nutrition and consequent structural changes 
and to infections of pathogenic germs. If there were no other factors than 
these to be considered the problem of causation and treatment of diseases 
would be much simplified. Under the same conditions and surrounding 
influences the effects of causes and results of treatment would be more uni- 
form. All exposed to pathogenic germs would be affected alike; ng one 
would be exempt. There are inherent in some families and individuals 
great powers of resistance to diseases. They are exposed to and pass through 
frightful epidemics unscathed, or, if attacked, throw off the malady with 
ease, or survive surgical operations which are apparently hopeless, or fright- 
ful injuries which would be inevitably fatal to the average individual. This 
factor of resistance, whose value is impossible to estimate, enters into the 
problem of causation and treatment of all diseases and vitiates the deduc- 
tions and generalizations based upon data gleaned from clinical observation 
and experiment. It is evident there is a potential principle or latent force 
inherent in the germs of all organisms, which controls and presides over 
their growth, regulating their form, features, and physical and mental develop- 
ment, including the powers of resistance to diseases. In some organisms 
the vital force is vitiated and feeble, and the organisms becomes the prey to 
surrounding destructive or disintegrating agencies and internal abnormal 
processes. In others it is strong and vigorous, and gives the organism a 
perfect physical development, symmetrical and harmonious in all its parts, 
capable of resisting ordinary assaults from without, from destructive agen- 
cies which destroy the weak. This vital principle animates all organic life, 
animal and vegetable, and is governed by the laws of its being, and presides 
over the destinies of its species, preserving the strong and eliminating the 
weak by depriving them of the power of reproduction or causing them to be 
pushed to the wall by the strong in the struggle for existence. Tendencies 
to disease are often due to vitiated and weakened vital force, which defects 
often remain latent until the organism is called upon to resist an unusual 
strain, then it succumbs to the tirst rude shock; or the defects may manifest 
themselves by abnormal processes within, in malignant neoplasms, degener- 
ation and decay of tissues of the spinal cord or the inner coats of blood ves- 
sels, tubercular deposits in glands or other organs without any apparant 
cause. The production of the specitic pathogenic germs in each respective 
disease does not prove absolutely that these germs are the causes of their 
respective diseases as long as a perfectly well constituted organism resists 
all of these diseases under the same conditions and influences. There isa 
defect in the a priori reasoning; the bacilla may be the result, not the cause, 
and as innocent of mischief as maggots ina neglected wound. There may 
be und probably is another factor which prepares the soil for the reception 
and propagation of these germs. All healthy and perfectly constituted 
organisms resist fungous and other parasites which prey upon decaying or 
imperfectly vitalized organic matter. Fungous growths are not found on 
healthy and vigorous plants, or vermin on healthy and well nourished ani- 
mals. -It is only after the vital forces sre weakened by disease or the rigors 
of a severe winter and by insufficient and unwholesome food. * * * Any 
research intended to trace diseases to their ultimate causes and apply rem- 
edies for their prevention and cure, without giving the factor of vital force 
its due importance, will result in failure and disappointment. It is one of 


| 


| 
| 
| i) 
ba 
hy 
i 
| 
| 
| 
he 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
in 
if 
i 
to Mit 
i 
| 
it 
i ih 
| 
} 
| 
| 
x 


350 THe CaLivornia Homcopats. 


the ultimate facts of nature; we know that it exists only from its phenom- 
ina manifested in the growth and decay of all organisms; it determines the 
normal development and duration of life of the organism, of its species and 
its perpetuation by reproduction. * * ~*~ ” 


Personal Notes, Locations, Ete. 


- = 


THE CALIFORNIA HomMa@opaTH acknowledges a pleasant call from DR. 
Low, of Oroville. The Doctor is doing well there. 


H. DAMKROEGER, M. D,, has removed his office to 11384 Golden Gate 
Avenue. See card as to hours, etc. 


Drs. G. W. Carey and J. B. CHAPMAN, ‘‘Biochemic Physicians,” are 
located at North Yakima, Washington, and have established a Biochemic 
College, and report great success in their exclusive use of the Tissue Remedies. 


Dr. Wits A. Dewey has returned to California, after a visit of several 
months East, devoted to study and pleasure, and will resume practice at the 
old office, 834 Sutter Street. His many friends and patients will be glad of 
his return. The College, too, has missed him sadly. 


Dr. C, P. HART, late Professor of Nervous Diseases in the Hahnemann 
Hospital College, San Francisco, has favored the profession with a practical 
little volume on the ‘‘Therapeutics of Nervous Diseases,” just issued from 
the press of the Hahnemann Publishing House, Philadelphia. 


WE are grieved to learn of the sad accident that has occurred to the son 
of Dr. C. KE. FisHer, late editor of the Southern Journal of Homeopathy. 
The little fellow was drowned while Dr. and Mrs. FISHER were still away 
from their home. Our warmest sympathy to our friends in this their great 
bereavement. 
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J. B. DunuAm, M. D., of Wenona, Illinois, has secured letters patent 
upon an instrument that enables persons desirous of protecting their own 
premises, to rid the water closet, having no sewer connections, of all danger- 
ous and disagreeable conditions. The cheapest and most common disinfect- 
ant, and used in a neat, but novel manner. 
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In tumors of the breast, avoid pork, milk, much salt and 
pepper. New milk is particularly bad for ovarian, uterine 
and mammary tumors and inflammations and also for men- 
strual troubles.—Burnett. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


Ophthalmology and Ophthalmoscopy. By Dr. HERMANN ScHMIptT-RIMp- 
LER, and edited by D. B. St. Jonn Ruosa, M. D., L. L. D.; a volume 


of 571 pages, with 153 wood cuts and three colored plates; William 
Wood & Co., New York, publishers. 


This work, in the language of the American editor in his preface, ‘‘is a 
clearly written, comprehensive and scientific treatise, that cannot fail I think 
to secure the c@nfidence of the profession in the English-speaking countries, as 
it has that of the Germans,” The author has not only gathered rich treas- 
ures of authority from all reliable sources upon the various topics discussed, 
but has added a rich fund of original matter to his admirable work. The 
book is arranged in four parts, and contains twenty chapters. While nearly 
every chapter is replete with all that is good in our older works on ophthal- 


mology, and reinforced by many new and original ideas, the introductory | 


chapter on Examination and Treatment of the Eye is specially rich in practi-. 
cal, useful and epigramatic suggestions upon this important subject. The 
second chapter gives us eighty pages on the subject of Errors of Refraction 
and Accommodation, divided into : (1) Myopia, (2) Hypermetropia, (3) Astig- 
matism, (4) Anisometropia, (5) Presbyopia and (6) Errors of Accommoda- 
tion; which is subdivided into, lst, Paralysis of the Accommodation, and, 
2nd, Spasm of Accommodation—Abnormal Accommodative Tension. This 
gives some idea of the scope of the work. In the third chapter will be found 
valuable sections on Light, Color, Sense and Daltonism. In Part Second, 
chapter first, he discusses exhaustively the various forms of Ophthalmo- 
scope, and the theory and practice of Ophthalmoscopic Examinations, giving 
about three pages to Keratoscopy. The chapter as a whole is a valuable 
addition to ophthalmological literature. The author in his treatment of 
Trachoma and Follicular Conjunctivitis, has put toshame the ambiguous and 
slipshod methods of many of his contemporaries, and the reform will go far 
towards limiting the supposed ubiquity of conjunctivitis granulosa. In our 
opinion the work would have suffered no loss in the omission of Jequerity 
from its therapy. The manner in whict the author deals with cataract ex- 
tractions, in comparison with the rest of the book, seems faulty and incom- 
plete. Extractions without iridectomy, a method almost universally preva- 
lent and popular on both continents, during the past few years, 1s scarcely 
mentioned. With rare exceptions we regard this as one of the most complete 
and reliable works of its kind that has appeared within the past decade. 
The elegant and finished appearance of the book, with its clear virgin type, 
would attract any aesthetic eye, and these features are only further evidence 
of the pre-eminence of the firm of Wm. Wood & Co. as publishers of fine 


books. FRENCH. 
Repertory to Hering’s Condensed Materia Medica. Published by the 
H. M.S., of Pennsylvania. 


Blessed Pennsylvania is the Pa of Homeopathy and Philadelphia 
its Mecca and what comes from that State Society, carries with it the 
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stamp of gold without much alloy. But our lamented C.Hg. is too often 
accused of impure dealings and to have accepted too easily the words of his 
friends, and gathered them in for future veritications. Poor Father Hering 
you died too soon, before you had accomplished your task, and your gold may 
therefore after all contain too much alloy to become current coin with those 
whose heart’s desire is a materia medica purissima, boiled down to a duodec- 
imo volume. We thank these purists for their zeal, but till their noble aim 
is accomplished, let us enjoy the good things of our literature (I nearly 
spelled it with two t) and apply them for the benefit of our patients, though 
the symptom may not be found in cyclopedias. Only nine chapters of reper- 
tory appear in this volume and we hope that the zeal of these laborers will 
never flag till every chapter is thoroughly worked out. Pogr Ferson, 156 
pages on symptoms of the lower extremities, and are you sure that all are 
genuine, for we could not find them all in the handbook, a bible which 
always lies close to me for reference. Of male sexual organs, only eight pages! 
Why, Dr. Weaver, but the injuries emanating therefrom belong to other sec- 
tions. We would have preferred to have the symptoms of the tongue and 
stomach and appetite closer together for comparison sake and just so the 
chest and heart, where other chapters must yet fill up the gap. The reper- 
tory of the mental symptoms leaves much to be desired and still it is one of 


_ the best chapters in the book. Now let us patiently wait for Gentry’s four to 


five volumes; we must stand the tares for a little while yet, the millennium 
will come bye and bye. | 8. L. 


Hypnotism—Its History and Development. By FREDRIK BJoRNSTROM, 
M. D., Head Physician of the Stockholm Hospital, Professor of Psy- 
chiatry, Late Royal Swedish Medical Councillor. Authorized transla- 
tion from the Second Swedish Edition by Baron Nils Posse, M. G., 
Director of the Boston School of Gymnastics. Paper, 30 cents. The 
Humboldt Publishing Co., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


We have found this little book exceedingly interesting. It gives an excel- 
lent resume of all the facts pertaining to hypnotism, and, as the present time 
seems to be a renaissance of the Mesmerism of old, clothed in modern scien- 
tific garments, we find this is a timely book. Last August over one hundred 
and fifty ‘‘savants of incontestible authority” met in Paris to discuss the 
progress and development of the mysterious agency known as “‘hypnotism,” 
and as a result of their deliberations the subject has entered the domain of 
Science, and evidently has come to stay. ‘The author of the present work is 
well qualified to write on the subject—none better—and we bespeak for the 
work, which is spécially translated for the Humboldt Library of Science, an 
immediate success. | 


Tumors of the Breast and their Cures by Medicines: By J. E. Burnett, 
M. D., London, 1888. 


A year has passed since the appearance of this little volume and hardly 
any notice has been taken of it in our Journals. With great truth our 
author says that: It takes from two to three years to eradicate the dyscrasia 
which caused the tumor, and it is only a pity that surgeons call the removal 
of the breast a cure, when they know better from their own experience that 
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the disease will break out in some other part. Usually (page 160) there is 
some disease or irritation in the lower part of the body, either arising prima- 
rily there or else expressed there holopathically. Wearing pessaries, intra- 
vaginal injections; mechanical injuries to the parts; the cautery, genesiz 
frauds and surrogates, may result in the formation of tumors in the ovaries, 
uterus and breast, or the tumor is the mammary expression of the constitu- 
tional condition of the patient. An operation is hardly ever needful if the 
case is taken early when the tumor is young, as medicines can cure it vitally, 
but where it has become large, broken, granulating and auto-infective, then 
an operation is called for, but medical means should be at once used to pre- 
vent recurrence. Do not forget that it takes several years to effect a cure 
and to eradicate the dyscrasia, but it has been done and can be done again. 
In relation to treatment buy and digest the book. 3: Siecdbe 


SELECTIONS. | 


ESCHSCHOLTZIA CALIFORNICA. 


_ As the plants indigenous to, the Pacific Coast become more 
widely known, their medicinal properties have been investi- 
gated and determined. This has resulted in several valuable 
additions to our materia medica, among which may be men- 
tioned Yerba Santa and Cascara Sagrada. The reported 
discovery that Eschscholtzia Californica contains an alkaloid 
apparently identical with morphine, would go to show that 
there is still an ample field for investigation. The National 
Druggist mentioned this fact some months ago, but expressed 
doubts as to the truth of the statement. However, in a more 
recent issue, that journal mentions the investigations of MM. 
Adrian and Bardet (Bulletin Generale de Therapeutique), who 
pronounce the alkaloid to be identical with morphine. Be- 
sides the alkaloid they have obtained another undescribed 
base, and indications of a glucoside, which would account 


for the fact that an extract of the plant produces in cold-. 


blooded animals effects differing from those of morphine, 
even in large doses. Dr. Ter-Zakariant, who has used an 
aqueous and alcoholic extract of the plant in ‘the Cochin 
Hospital, believes that a very valuable sedative and anodyne, 
free from several of the unpleasant effects of morphine, has 
been obtained. Dr. W. P. Gibbons, of Alameda, to whom 
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we referred the matter, has kindly furnished us with the 
following note: 


‘‘ESCHSCHOLTZIA: It was described by Chamisso in 1820, 
since which it has been found over most of the Pacific Coast, 
Idaho, and other localities west of the Sierras. ‘The orig- 
inal type H. Californica includes five varieties described by 
different botanists—Douglass, Gray, Brewer and Watson. 
Prof. E. C. Green, of the State University, recently informed 
me that there are five distinct species, and he is authority 
to be accepted. The plant belongs to the natural order 
Papaveracee, a name derived from that of the opium plant. 
Waltz obtained two alkaloids from the entire plant, one of 
which was a bitter alkaloid, the other an acrid one; he also 
found a small quantity of chelerythrin,the chemical compo- 
sition of which is C;,H,,No,. I have not seen any more recent 
analysis, though I have read of late discoveries of other 
alkaloids. It would have been satisfactory, from a _ thera- 
peutic point of view, to have had the Natiwnal Druggist con- 
firm its assertions by publishing the results of chemical 
analysis, and of the physiological effects of the alkaloid 
claimed to have been discovered as identical with morphine. 
At this day the bare assertion of the discovery of a new 
remedy, or of an old remedy in a new plant, requires to be 
sustained by something more than the chemistry of the 
laboratory before it can be received and endorsed in the 
medical profession. Years ago I made some experimental 
tests of the value of Eschscholtzia as a medicinal agent, 
without any definite results. It is among the first of our 
native plants to respond to the stimulus of Spring, and the 
last to succumb to Winter’s breath. Its rich flowers are so 
dense in some localities, as to appear like a sheet of burn- 
ished gold. : It is a low succulent plant, from six inches to a 
foot high, branching, the flowers being from one to three 
inches in diameter.” 

We commend this plant to the practical attention of scien- 
tific pharmacists, and trust that a reliable preparation will 
soon be in the hands of the profession.—Occidental Medical 


Times. 


[We understand the drug is being proved by members of 
our School; if any one desires to experiment with it, we shall 
‘be glad to furnish some of the tincture.—Ep. Cau. Hom. | 
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A NOTE ON THE USE OF ABSINTHE. 
By JAMES KITCHEN, M. D., PHILADELPHIA. 


Absinthe is a remedy that I have now been using for over 
twenty years in various nervous affections, more especially 
in epilepsy. LIrefer particularly to epilepsy and epileptic 
affections from the fact that I have derived more benefit 
from absinthe in mild and in severe attacks of that disease 
than in other cases in which I have been in the habit of 
administering it. I was induced to give it in such cases 
from various readings I met with in French papers and jour- 
nals of its effect when used as a common drink among the 
French people. Its deleterious effects when thus taken were 
chiefly noted on the nervous system. The hospitals and 
asylums of France were filled with inmates suffering from 
every grade of nerve poisoning as a result of its use. 

As I have said already, my chief use of the remedy has 
been in epilepsy, though I have given it frequently as a 
nerve tonic. In the latter class of cases I have usually 
administered it in appreciable doses of several drops in 
water before meals. My chief remedy in the treatment of 
epilepsy, however, is bromide of ammonium. I prefer it to 
the other bromides, after an experienced use of all; but, as 
mentioned above, I have used the absinthe when the brom- 


ide failed, and in some few cases with better results.—Hah- 
nemann Monthly. | 


VERATRUM INDICATIONS.—Dr. Seutin read an interesting 
paper On veratrum album in Brussels. All the symptoms of 
cholera are found under the remedy; it is one of-our best 
remedies on that account. It is indicated in all suddenly 
appearing disturbances of the digestive organs so soon as 
nausea, vomiting, cramps, marked coldness and diarrhoea 
sets in. In certain forms of intermittent fever where quinine 
fails, it will cause reaction if the cold stage predominates. 
Many neuralgias, no matter what nerve is affected, yield 
rapidly to the drug, providing anxiety, icy coldness of the 
surface and an aggravation from motion are present; as well 
as a periodical return of the malady. Veratrum has been 
used with success in brain diseases where there was a ten- 
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dency to violent outbreaks, desire to strike those about him, 
in mania erotica, and in mania of grandeur, etc. Its appli- 
cability to certain diseases of women must not be forgotten. 
particularly in dysmenorrhees with pains in the kidneys and 
in the uterus before and during the menses. It is also to be 
thought of in whooping cough.—Allgem. Homeeop. Zeitung, 


Bd. 118, No. 26. 


SyMPTOMs OF SuLPHURIC AciID.—‘‘ Respiration rapid, with 
shooting in cervical muscles, and movement of the wings of 
the nose; respiration became very difficult; the larynx moved 
up and down violently.” Dr. E. W. Berridge says Dr. David 
Wilson told him of the above symptoms. Dr. Wilson 
informed Dr. Berridge that in a fatal case of. Cheyne-Stokes 
respiration, sulphuric acid 200 had removed the movement 
of the larynx and somewhat ameliorated the abnormal res- 
piration.—Homeopathite Physician, August. 


Katt PHospHoricum IN NERvous SLEEPLESSNEES.—‘‘ Mrs. 
C. says when she has a severe pain in back of neck and 
head, and so nervous she could not allow any one to talk to 
her, could not lie still nor sleep, one powder of kali phosphor- 
icum would relieve her iv a few minutes, and she would sleep 
as if she had taken morphia, and would feel sleepy for the 
entire day and night following the dose.” Dr. J. C. Noting- 
ham, who prescribed the kali phosphoricum, believes the 
symptoms due to sexual excesses.—Jedical Advance, July. 


SomME Nux Moscuata CHARATERISTICS.—Dr. T. J. Merry- 
man, after relating the cure of several cases of diarrhosa and 
enteralgia, says also of nux moschata: ‘‘ I have also used this 
remedy with satisfactory results in nausea during pregnancy 
and other derangements, when led toits selection by dryness 
in the throat and fulness of abdomen, but the symptom of 
drowsiness between pains is, in my opinion, the most marked 
and characteristic symptom of this remedy.”— Northwestern 
Journal of Homeopathy, August. 
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POPULAR DEPARTMENT. 


WHAT IS HOMCOPATHY ? 


Homoeopathy is a system of medical treatment based, upon 
a fixed law of nature. It is not a fanciful theory—an experi- 
ment—but.a definite, natural law, as unalterable as the law 
of gravitation. This law has existed since the world began; 
but, like the law of attraction and gravitation, it needed 
Some master mind to grasp and develop it, before it could be- 
come a recognized fact, and as such an established fact it 
stands before the world to-day. ip 

Physicians of the so-valled ‘‘regular” school. deny the ex- 
istence of any such law as ‘‘Similia Similibus Curantur” (or 
like cures like), and are fond.of decrying the system as one of 
‘‘fancy,” of ‘‘imagination,” ‘‘fraud,” ‘‘Shumbug,” etc.; laying 
great stress upon the fact that we, as Homeopaths, ‘‘give no 
medicine,” or that the dose is too small to do any good. 

Now, this article is not intended as an argument against 
any of the false charges so freely indulged in by our allo- 
pathic friends, but is directed only to those who seek the 
truth regarding this rational system of treating the sick. 

The writer seeks no quarrel with those who do not agree with 
him in his school of practice, but accords to all just what he 
demands for himself: the right to think and act in accordance 
with the views and principles instilled by years of study and 
experience. Ihave no more right to call a man dishonest 
who practices a system of medicine different from mine (pro- 
vided his system represents any recognized school of med- 
icine) than I have to question his religious belief because he 
does not belong to the same church that I do. Whatever 
may be said regarding the system which old school physicians 
employ, must not in any sense be regarded as reflections upon 
the well meaning of those who represent that system. 
‘Freedom of thought and action within the law” should be 
the maxim of every one. 

We claim that each drug, whether derived from the vegeta- 
ble, mineral or animal kingdom, has a definite action upon some 
one or more organs or particular tissues of the body; and 
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when applied as a remedial measure, must correspond to the 
conditions set up by the disease which has attacked such organs 
or tissues. 

Let us, for illustration, take a case of scarlet fever: Here 
we usually find—in a fully developed case—all the symptoms 
of poisoning by belladonna; the same burning fever, head- 
ache, suffused eyes, sore throat, intense redness and heat of 
the surface of the body; in fact, the patient presents nearly 
all the symptoms usually found in belladonna poisoning, and 
acting on our knowledge of the law of ‘‘Similars,” we imme- 
diately administer small doses of that drug, which most 
nearly resembles the case before us. And, why? Simply 
because we find the patient presenting that special series of 
symptoms most nearly corresponding to a drug which has 
the power within itself of producing almost exactly that same 
appearance on a healthy individual if given in poisonous 
doses. I do not wish it understood that a!l cases of scarlet 
fever present just such symptoms, and none others, as are here 
enumerated; neither would I have it understood that bella- 
donna is the remedy in every case of scarlet fever, but I give 
the above illustration as representing a case of true uncompli- 
cated scarlet fever. 

Every drug named in our materia medica has been proven 
time and time again, upon the healthy individual. By this I 
mean that hundreds of individuals each year voluntarily 
take upon themselves the task of ‘‘proving drugs,” by taking 
doses sufficiently large to produce decided drug action, 
making a record of each and every symptom while under the 
influence of such drug. Thus it will be seen that we know 
just what each particular drug is capable of doing, and act- 
ing upon our knowledge of such facts, we apply the remedy 
most nearly corresponding to any given case of sickness— 
and this is the law by which we are governed in the use of 
medicines. We use nearly all the drugs which the ‘‘old 
school” physicians use, and they use many of our prepara- 
tions, but the principal grounds of difference between their 
system and ours is, that they do not recognize the fact that 
all drugs are capable of relieving or removing such symp- 
toms of disease as most nearly resemble the symptoms which 
such drugs themselves produce when taken in larger quanti- 
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ties by a healthy individual. This is THE LAW;; this is 


HoMoPaATHY. 

A man may give small doses and still be an allopath, or he mI 
may give large doses and still be a homceopath. The dose iii 
itself has nothing to do with it. THE LAW by which it is i 
applied distinguishes the system, and I care not whether a | a 
man gives w bucketful or a smell, if he gives it in accordance i) 
with the above defined LAW he is a seirten seen and noth- ay 
ing else can make him one. 

In order to meet any case of disease, the physician must a | 
have a sufficient knowledge of the action of drugs on the e i 
healthy person to enable him to select one which produces oH | 
similar symptoms. Now, as we have stated, if we give large aa 
quantities of belladonna to a healthy person it produces Bi 
symptoms like scarlet fever—it does not produce the true a 
scarlet fever, it simply produces a ‘‘Simile’—and as it jm 
has been found that drugs cure diseases which have Be 
symptoms similar to the action of the drug itself when given au 
in large doses, we find belladonna very often indicated in a 
scarlet fever cases. Homceopathy boldly elaims to be based | 
upon a law of nature; allopathy can make no such claim. al 
Homeopathy cures every curable disease, if properly ap- i i 
plied; but not every homceopathic physician applies that law a 
correctly, at times. Indeed, there never has been, and prob- a 
ably never will be, an individual so perfectly familiar with | 
the action of every plant or shrub, every mineral or vegeta- _ Ad 
ble preparation, as to be infallible in the use of all drugs. oy 
Even were such an one to be found, they could not circum- a 
vent that other great law which limits human existence. ‘It a 
is appointed unto all men once to die.” Now, homceopathy ‘om 
could not be a natural law if it claims to prevent men from a 
dying. The matter of living and dying are God’s affairs, a 
which He regulates; but the matter of living in bodily suf- a 
fering, when He has given us a law of nature to prevent that ba 
bodily suffering, is quite another affair. a 


Homeopathy also gains by comparison. It cures more 
cases than ailopathy. The following facts are copied from 
allopathic statistics : 

‘Tn 1836 cholera raged in Vitae. Statistics were carefully 
preserved, and the deaths under homeopathic treatment 
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were 33 per cent, while under allopathic treatment they were 
66 per cent.” 

In 1849 cholera visited Edinburgh. There were 817 cases 
reported, and 546 deaths. Of the 817 cases, 236 were treated 
by homeceopathic physicians, with a total death rate of 57, 
leaving 581 cases which were treated by allopathic physi- 
cians, and of which 489 died. 

In Liverpool, the same year, the rate of mortality in chol- 
era cases under homceopathic treatment was 39 per cent. 
Under allopathic treatment it was 46 per cent. 

(The above facts related, regarding the cholera in Vienna, 
are found in ‘‘Austria and its emeumeeresans ” by W. R. aaieaaes 
M. BR. IL. A.) 

These are not assertions, but solid facts, derived from allo- 
pathic sources. A prominent allopathic physician in Eng- 
land, in one of his publications, says: ‘‘Wherever statistics 
are honestly quoted, even by its opponents, they tell in favor 
of homeopathy.” Again we read: ‘The chances of recovery 
under homceopathic treatment of inflammation of the lungs, 
are 44 to 1 in favor of homceopathy; in pleurisy, 4 to 1; in 
dysentery, 7 tol.” These fignres are al/ taken from allo- 
pathic sources, and from actual statistics. 

In England statistics were kept and published by the gov- 
ernment of the mortality of cholera cases during the vear 
1854. In cases under allopathic treatment the deaths were 
46 per cent.; in cases under homceopathic treatment the 
deaths were only 17 per cent. 

In view of all these facts, what more must be said in favor 
of our system of treating diseases. Homceopathy finds new 
converts more rapidly among the educated, thinking people 
than among the ignorant classes, simply because nothing in 
the whole system of our school need be taken as a matter of 
fact. Everything claimed for homeopathy is susceptible of 
abundant, convincing proof to any thinking mind, and when 
any of our old-school friends condemn our system as unscien- 
tific, wé at once assume that they lack either the honesty or 
the ability to investigate the matter. 

Concerning the charge, so frequently made, that ‘‘our doses 
are too small to be effective,” 1 beg leave to present the fol- 
lowing facts in reply: It is a well known fact among phys- 
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icians and others, that different types or forms of discasé attack 
the peculiar tissues or organ for which they have an especial 
affinity. For instance, one form of disease may attack the 
brain, another the lungs, another the stomach and intestines, 
and so on through the whole physical system; and these dif- 
ferent forms of disease each have their own individual name, 
simply as a distinguishing mark, or as a means of identity. 
For instance, a man may be said to be sick with dysentery; 
now, instead of saying that this individual has a certain 
series of symptoms, instead of enumerating all his ailments, 
we sum it all up in one word and say he has ‘‘dysentery.’ 
By this we do not mean that he has some definite thing, some 
tangible substance added to his body—as a splinter in the 


hand or nail in the foot—but that certain organs and tissues’ 


are unusually affected, causing him to complain of a certain 
series of symptoms, and these symptoms manifesting them- 
selves in a certain definite manner by which we are enabled 
to locate the seat of his trouble; or, in other words, to know 
just what tissues or organs are affected, and these symptoms 
are the manifestations of the disease. 

The word ‘‘disease” does not mean ‘anything which can be 
seen, felt, or in any manner appreciated by our senses beyond 
the symptoms produced. ‘‘Disease” is simply a term to 
designate a departure from the natural, normal functions of 
any part of our system; hence, in treating diseased condi- 
tions, we simply treat the symptoms presented, for with the 
disappearance of these symptoms there is nothing left to be 
called disease. Having stated that these morbid (diseased) 
conditions have a special affinity for some special tissue or 
organ of the hody, and knowing by the symptoms presented 
what particular tissue or organ is affected, we are called 
upon to apply the remedy whose action bears the nearest 
resemblance to the disease itself. 

Just on the same principle by which ‘‘disease” acts upon 
particular tissues or organs do drugs act. There is nota 
plant, shrub, tree, or a mineral of any description, which, if 
taken into the system in sufficient quantities, will not pro- 
duce a certain series of symptoms similar to some of the 
morbid conditions which have been given a distinctive name; 
or, in other words, will change some tissue or organ from a 
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state of health to a diseased condition, and these very sub- 
stances have an especial affinity for different parts of the 
body, just as different forms of disease have. Is it not as 
clear as daylight, then, that in order to remove symptoms a 
drug should be used which will act upon that very tissue or 
organ for which it has a special affinity? If drugs are pre- 
pared as we prepare them, and prescribed as we prescribe 


them, they will act upon just such organs, and upon no 
others. 


Let us use a homely illustration in order to make this 


plain. Let us place upon a table a row of small pieces of 
wood (matches, for instance), and between the matches let 
us place nails.. Now let us pass a magnet along them and 
mark the result. The nails are all acted upon by the invisi- 
ble current, but the matches are not disturbed. Why? Sim- 
ply because there is no ‘“‘affinity” between the magnet and 
the matches! Here we see the naiis moved about upon the 
table by a force so imperceptible, so delicate, that it can not 
be seen, felt, or realized in any other way than by approx- 
imating it to a metal for which it has a specific attraction. 
This is just the relation which our remedies bear to diseased 
parts, and as every remedy has some specific ‘‘affinity” or 
action upon some special tissue or organ, it only remains for 

us to select the proper remedy in order to get the effect. If, — 
however, the wrong remedy is given, there is no harm done, 
for there would be no attraction or ‘‘affinity” between the 
drug and the diseased parts, as illustrated by the matches. 
Now, is it not far better to give the patient a drug which 
causes no ill effects, if it cannot do any good, than to give 
powerful doses of drugs which cannot but create an artificial 
disease in addition to that which the patient is already suf- 
fering from? Is it good judgment, is it good practice, is it 
common sense to give powerful doses when small doses of the 
indicated remedy will effect the cure? Would anyone in his 
usual health dare swallow the nauseous doses so frequently 
prescribed for his sick neighbor? If a person in ordinary 
health cannot withstand their effects, what hope can there be 
for a poor sick mortal? Not only are adults subjected to 
this abuse of medical treatment, but little children, whose. 
stomachs should be guarded with the greatest care, are dosed 
with the vilest of compounds; in fact, made sick by the very 


means which the ‘‘family doctor” employs to make it well.— 
Medical and Surgical Record. 
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